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European IP Helpdesk

Service initiative of the European Commission

Addressing current and potential beneficiaries of EU-

funded projects, researchers and EU SMEs
Free-of-charge first-line support on intellectual property (IP)
Hands-on IP and innovation management support
International pool of IP experts from various thematic fields

Unique cooperation scheme with the Enterprise Europe

Network: 43 ambassadors from 26 EU countries

Training
free online and on-site
sessions

©
Helpline

confidential treatment of
individual IP questions

—

Ambassadors

local IP support throughout
Europe

]

Website

frequent updates from the
world of IP and innovation

Publications

practical IP knowledge
through high-level
publications

I

Events

info point at key networking
events and conferences
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The EC IP Helpdesks

UTH-EAST ASIA
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EC IP (SME) Helpdesk Hub — Gateway to Information

THE INDIA IP SME HELPDESK AT A GLANCE

FACTSHEET 0
%TSI&AMERICA IP systems comparative: e e e TH® i | ¢l Yy
1 HELPOESK  Brazil vs Europe T SOUTH-EAST ASIA onsiderations in the
YOUI’ Guide to IP FACTSHEET 2 pomssane IPR SME HELPDESK f”ﬁ‘tﬁ&‘; Wil
in Europe T TS

IP Factsheet:
Mainland China

CHINAIPR
SME HELPDESK =

* E-learning modules & more

« Guides / Topic, country, sector-specific factsheets /
Infographics

« Case studies
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Ambassador Scheme

« Cooperation scheme with the Enterprise
Europe Network (EEN): 43 ambassadors —
26 countries

« Building IP capacities among European
SMEs

« Overcoming language barriers
« Making the topic more accessible

« Exchange and feedback from ambassadors

on needs of SMEs
 Local awareness and training events
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Risky business: how to keep your intellectual property
safe

Tu Guia sobre la
Comercializacién de la Pl
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Upcoming events

Training and workshops
25 28
may | EU - Webinar : Unitary Patent may | EU - Webinar: Patents and Trade Secrets
2026
() Live streaming avalilable (+) Live streaming available

Training and workshops Training and workshops

I||iii||

-
[{=]

EU - Webinar: Finding Patents JUN | EU - Webinar: Addressing IP impact and innovation in
el EU projects

(=) Live streaming available

(+) Live streaming available

17 Training and workshops 18 Training and workshops
EU - Webinar: Maximizing the Impact of Horizon Jun | EPO Training Coop: From Lab to Market - Building
project results Il Strategic Options with [P
() Live streaming available @ Online only

(+) Live streaming available

Training and workshops Training and workshops

I||iii||

]
'

EU - Webinar Al Act JuN | Protect your IP in health technology: Focus on
Wil robotics and health appliances

(=) Live streaming avalilable

(+) Live streaming available
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Thank youl!

www.ec.europa.eu/ip-helpdesk

« helpline@iprhelpdesk.eu
 training@iprhelpdesk.eu

o Twitter

 Linkedln
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About me

BSc (Physical) Chemistry (Exon UK)
PhD Neutron Science (Exon UK)
Harwell (UK), Rutherford Appleton (UK), ILL Grenoble (FR) A
Royal Society of Chemistry, Institute of Physics, o
Science Council (UK)

AM Govt, X-ray, electron, laser beam microanalysis
_00000000000000Ng time at European Patent Office (NL, AT)

Patent examiner (electron and ion optics) IT manager, internet
services Espacenet et al, manager, research manager

Consultant; bring worlds of STEM and IP together IPHelpdesk,

EPO, EUIPO, WIPO

Cambridge University Technology Management teaching and
research (Cantab UK)
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Finding Patents

Independent of:

Search tool
Database
A 3 -ACTUAL

<% INTELLIGENCE
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Nigel S. Clarke,
The basics of patent searching,

World Patent Info

ec.europa.eu/ip-helpdesk

rmation,

Volume 54, Supplement,

2018,
Pages S4-S10,

ISSN 0172-2190,
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. Findin

g — not just searching
N T

Z 3

https://i.ytimg.com/vi/qLQJdK1LmiO/maxresdefault.jpg
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Finding Patents

. Introduction
. The 64,000 dollar question: why search patents?
. Before you begin
. Types of patent search
. Keywords or.....?
. Why shouldn’t | search in patent titles only?
. Cut to the chase — patent classifications
. What’s in a name?
. The same, but different — patent families
10. As close, as close as can be — citations
11. Alive or dead? Legal status
12. Keep your finger on the pulse — alerting and monitoring

O NO V| [WIN (-

13. Patent search resources
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Introduction

» Background
EPO Patent Information Beginners Courses
EPO Search Matters Seminars

» Concepts
Mindset, strategies, tactics, tips and tricks
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Introduction

* How did you get here?

« What is your company s interest?

* Why are you searching?

* WWho sees your search results?

* What information are you looking for?
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64,000 dollar question — why search patents?

* Huge resource
>100,000,000 patent documents
3,700,000 filings in 2024 (WIPO)
+4.9%(WIPO)
https://www.wipo.int/en/ipfactsandfigures/patents



https://www.wipo.int/en/ipfactsandfigures/patents
https://www.wipo.int/en/ipfactsandfigures/patents
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64,000 dollar question — why search patents?

* Unique content
technical
legal
commercial

» Curated
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Types of patent search

State of the art —finding what " s out there

Prior art/novelty — patent filing

Opposition — against someone else “s grant
Invalidity — against someone else “s existing patent
Freedom to operate — can | use my invention?
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Freedom to operate FTO

Time When
Place Where
What

Technology
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Before you begin

« Read around

 Use other sources

* Find examples
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Before you begin

* Recycle food packaging
* Read around:
Composite
Laminated
Aseptic
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Before you begin

 Example company
“TetraPak”

Patents
classifications
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Keywords or.....7?

 Context
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Keywords or.....7?

 Context

VN

ARCH BRIDGE

- .

CANTILEVER BRIDGE

SUSPENSION BRIDGE BEAM BRIDGE CABLE-STAYED BRIDGE

https://www.bigrentz.com/blog/types-of-bridges
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Keywords or.....7?

 Context
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*

Keywords or.....7?

 Context
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Keywords or.....7?

 Context
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Keywords or.....7?

 Context

BLOCKCHAIN & & &
WORKS Transaction A Transaction 8 Transaction € Transaction D

LA I

Hash value #A Hash value #B Hash value #C Hash value #D
‘ Hash value #X

Transaction X; unique value of L  J

3 MERKLE
data of any length fixed length TREE

LN 4

Combined hash
value #ABCD

Hash of Block 49

Timestamp

Nonce

BLOCK 50

o Center
# 5 Global
Reproduction of an original figure in “The Great Chaiin of Being Sure About Things” by the Economist  Development
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Keywords or.....7?

* Synonyms

* Acetic acid = ethanoic acid = ethan-1-carboxylic acid
* Dihydrogen monoxide = water

* Hinge = articulation

* Silicon chip = IC = integrated circuit = microchip
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Keywords or.....7?

* The special language of patents
* Writing instrument

* Oral hygiene device
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Keywords or.....7?

* The special language of patents
* “plurality” = "more than one”
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Keywords or.....7?

* The special language of patents
* New words “detachably attached”

* “‘removable”



European

IP Helpdesk ec.europa.eu/ip-helpdesk

Keywords or.....7?

* Translations
» “Useless radiation preventer”

» “Stray radiation preventer”
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Keywords or.....7?

» Spellings and mis-spellings

* “Analyse” or “Analyze”

* "Fluorescent” or “Flourescent”
* “Receiver’ or “Reciever”
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Why shouldn "t | search in patent titles only?

 Uninformative
“Pharmaceuticals”
“Improvements”
“Methods” “Process

PN FE N1

Device” “Apparatus”
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Why shouldn "t | search in patent titles only? o /
» Ambiguous:
“Refrigerator” (one word title 19,000 hits)
E.g. EP4361543
1)
,].
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Why shouldn "t | search in patent titles only?

* Very (overly) specific

“3-(5-NITRO-2-FURYL) 1H PYRAZOLOJ[3,4] PYRIMIDINS -
4(5H)-ONES

CH

N5 4 -
Q 3
Rg= R 7 18N
6" 3~
| £,
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Why shouldn "t | search in patent titles only?

* Only if you really really know the title

» “Generally spherical object with
Floppy filaments to promote sure
capture”
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Why shouldn "t | search in patent titles only?

o Better to search in abstract

(54)  Apparatus for manufacturing green bricks for the brick manufacturing industry

(57) The invention relates to an apparatus (1) for means (11) for supplying and placing take-off plates for

manufacturing green bricks from clay for the brick man-
ufacturing industry, comprising a circulating conveyor
(3) carrying mould containers combined to mould con-
tainer parts (4), a reservoir (5) for clay arranged above
the mould containers, means for carrying clay out of the
reservoir (5) into the mould containers, means (9) for
pressing and trimming clay in the mould containers,

the green bricks (13) and means for discharging green
bricks released from the mould containers, character-

ized in that the apparatus further comprises means (22)
for moving the mould container parts (4) filled with
green bricks such that a protruding edge is formed on at
least one side of the green bricks.
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Why shouldn "t | search in patent titles only?

 Even better to search in full text
Abstract — summary

Description — enabling disclosure

Claims — the legal bit
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Cut to the chase — patent classifications

* Like a ZIP or Postal Code for patents

« Patents in closely related technologies are classified
together

(same ZIP or Postal Code)

* Facilitates searching and examination
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Cut to the chase — patent classifications

Subclass

Group

Subgroup

FESIC Y

https://clarivate.com/derwent/learning/resources/derwent-innovation/derwent-research-guides/research-
patents-in-a-specific-technology-domain/
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Cut to the chase — patent classifications

Section: The highest level of the code,

which represents a broad technology area (e.g.,
A-Human Necessities)

Class: A major sub-area of the technology
(e.g., AO1-Agriculture)

Subclass: A specific, broad application

for the technology area (e.g., AO1K-Animal
Husbandry)

Main Group: Major components of technology
for a particular application (e.g., AO1K
1/00Housing Animals)

Subgroup: Precisely defines a specific field within
a main group
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Cut to the chase — patent classifications

* Relevant classification plus keywords — very powerful!

 A63C17/12 — Roller skates or skateboards with driving
mechanisms - >2500 hits

« Keyword “internal combustion engine”
 Combine — 6 hits

European IP Helpdesk - 2021
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Boolean operators combine search terms

The AND operator restricts the number of hits
The OR operator expands the number of hits
The NOT operator also restricts the number of hits

S

AANDB AORB ANOTB

http://www.jonasfransson.com/8-search-technique/
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What “s in a name?

* Two types of name
* Inventor

* Applicant (patent owner)
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What “s in a name?

* Applicant (patent owner) name
* Inc. GmbH. Ltd. AG.

* Holding companies

* Filing Companies
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What “s in a name?

* |nventor name
* Misspellings: “Clarke” “Clark”
* Variations: “Asterix the Gaul”,
“Gaul, Asterix the”, “A.T Gaul”
* Genuine different spellings
“Clarke” “Clark” “Brown” “Browne”
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The same, but different — patent familes
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The same, but different — patent familes

« Same invention

* Filed in different countries
 Within 12 months

» Useful for translations

* Insight into business strategy
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As close, as close can be - citations

 Like citations in scientific papers
« Examiner opinion on patentability
Novelty - X

Inventiveness -Y-Y
Usefulness — problem/solution

 Minimum list of most relevant citations
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As close, as close can be - citations

Bl F1
B2 (e PA
F2
PA cites B1, B2, B3
BB‘ PAis cited by F1, F2, F3 F3
»
Backwards, Cited time Forwards, Citing

Fig. 1. Forward and backward citations cited and citing documents.
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As close, as close can be - citations

Kris Loveniers,

How to interpret EPO
search reports,

World Patent Information,
Volume 54, Supplement,
2018,

Pages S23-S28,

ISSN 0172-2190,

World Patent Information
Volume 54, Supplement, September 2018, Pages S23-528

ELSEVIER

How to interpret EPO search reports

Kris Loveniers &
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Legal Status Patent granting process

N Opposition
g seaon o R SeTROL G B o
of cases)
|
Published
application v
Procedural
status v
Legal
status v
Published
patent v \

Legal status

56
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Alive or dead? Legal status
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Alive or dead? Legal status

Europdisches o -
Pal:gtam! Deutsch  English  Francais

Fetens e European Patent Register Gortact

Office européen
des brevets

44 About European Patent Register Other EPO online services E Register Alert (email alerts|

S

EP3582176 EP Federated register: EP3582176
Eurcpean procedure
EP About this file
EP Legal status
IMAGE PROCESSING APPARATUS
EF Event history Application No. Publication No. Applicant IPC

EP Citations EP19196620 EP3582176 FotoNation Limited GO06T3/80
EP Patent family

EP All documents

* Federated Register

JZ Refinesearch  § ST36 .~ Espacenet (4 Submitobservations H| Report error = Print

Only designated contracting states, extension states and validation states providing the Federated Register Service are listed below.

Quick help - .
Status Application Publication Proprietor Invalidation Notin Renewal fees Record
-+ What is the Federated Register? No. No. date force last paid last
-+ Who is it for? since updated
-+ What type of information will be
displayed? A AT  Patent not EP19196620 EP3582176 FotoNation Limited 10.02.2021 28.10.2020 -
-+ Which countries provide data to validated
the Federated Register service?
- What statuses are available in n"BE Patent lapsed EP19186620 EP3582176 FotoNation Limited — 30092021 — 12.05.2023
the Federated Register? . X
- How can | get direct access to ABG  No data provided by the national patent office for this patent
i i ?
4%3% the x CHILI Patentnotin ~ EP19196620  EP3582176 FotoNation Limited 97042023 27042023 — 27 042023
national patent offices in the force
Federated Register? . ACZ  Patent not CZ2019- EP3582176 FotoNation Limited 10052021 11092019 12.05.2021
-+ What does "invalidation date’ lidated 196620
mean? valigate
-+ What does "not in force since” nDE Patentinforce EP19196620 EP3582176 FotoNation Limited, 06.10.2023
mean? Galway, |IE
-+ What does "record last updated"” ’
mean? A EE  No data provided by the national patent office for this patent

-+ Why is there a difference
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Australian Government

IP Australia
Canadian
Intellectual Property
Office

O0'yJuon nuwi

ISRAEL PATENT OFFICE
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Alive or dead? Legal status

Jurisdictions that have an online
patent register m
W I I O Online Register .

Patent Register <

POrtaI , No data available
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Alive or dead? Legal status

Lapsed or expired
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Keep your finger on the pulse — alerting and monitoring

* Alerting — new patent publications appearing

* Monitoring — changes in published patents
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Europdisches

megll Espacenet S
el  Patent search % PAT E N T s c 0 P E
=

[e)
LENS.ORG

Solving The Problem Of Problem Solving ™

Google

Patents
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stanfieldclarke@gmail.com
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