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AGENDA

What is the 
Hague System

Advantages and 
Benefits of the 
Hague System

eHague online 
platform









Designs & The Hague System



What  designs?

INDUSTRIAL 
DESIGNS 

TWO 
DIMENSIONAL 

OR THREE 
DIMENSIONAL 

MAY BE SHAPE 
OR COLOR OF 
THE DESIGN

INCLUDES 
PATTERN OR 

LINES OF THE 
DESIGN

SHAPE, COLOR, 
PATTERN AND 

LINES



What is The Hague System?

International system 
for registering up to 

100 designs in a 
single application.

Enables protection 
of designs in close to 

100 countries 
around the world. 

All designs must 
belong to the same 

Locarno class. 



Who can use the Hague System?

Anyone who
Is a national of a 
Hague member 

country

Is domiciled or 
resident in a Hague 

member country

Has a real and 
effective commercial 

establishment in a 
Hague member 

country



Advantages of 
the Hague 
System

•Cost efficient
• Time efficient
•Easy to use





Paris Route
( Direct )

•Direct application to 
all national offices.

•Broad scope.
•Open to anyone.



Multiple:
• Filings
• Certificates
• Renewals
• Languages
• Currencies
• Jurisdictions
• Representation



The Hague 
System



Cost efficient

One 
application

One 
language

One set of 
fees

One 
currency



Paris Route

CP Filing Fee Local Agent Total (CHF)

EM 330 561 891

GB 60 450 510

US 1,050 1,417 2,467

CN 140 701 841

Total: 4,709



Hague Route

DESCRIPTION CHF

Basic Fee 397

Standard designation fees  (GB) (1 x 42) 42

Individual designation fees (EM)  (1 x 59) 59

First part individual designation Fees (US) (1 x 1,150) 1,150

Individual Designation Fee (CN) (1 x 497) 497

Publication (7 x 17) 119

Total: 2,264 (52% savings)



Benefits

Lower overall filing 
and management 
cost compared to 

the Paris route

International 
design protection 
is accessible for 

All budgets



Time efficient

Multiple designs in one 
application

Single application covers 
multiple countries

Tailored publication 
schedule

Formalities examination 
handled by the 

International Bureau



Benefit

Reduced 
administrative 

timelines.

Faster route to 
international 

design 
protection. 

Streamlined 
product launch.



Easy to use

Online filing system.

Centralized management of 
applications and registrations.

Global coverage in one click.

Available support through out the 
process.

01

02

03



Benefits

Lower risk of 
administrative 
errors. 

01
Manageable 
deadlines.

02
Strategic expansion 
with less 
resources.

03



How The Hague System Works





What is possible with the Hague System?

One or several 
applicants in the 

application

Applicant can be 
a legal entity or 

physical person.

Choose the 
publication 

schedule that 
suits your strategy

Claim priority 
over a national or 

international 
application

Pay part of the fee 
at the time of 

filing the 
application



Duration of Protection



WIPO’s Role

Formal examination

Recording in the International Register

Send certificate of registration to 
holder

Publication in the International 
Designs Bulletin

Notification to holder of the decision 
from designations. 



Role of IP Offices

Grant of 
protection

Refusal 
procedure

Rights 
resulting from 

protection



What about Refusals?

Refusal is based 
on substantive 

grounds.

Refusal in one 
designation has 

no effect on other 
designations. 

Refusal is 
overcome directly 
with the national 

office concerned. 



Available Resources







Guidance Documents

Guidance on 
Preparing 

Reproductions



Guidance Documents

Guidance on 
Multiple Designs





Bulletin Advanced Search







Tutorials

FILING TUTORIAL 
AND EHAGUE 

DEMO.

EHAGUE 
WORKBENCH.

STRONG 
AUTHENTICATION. 



Legal and educational resources



Hague System Webinars





Customer Service



eHague

eHague is a getaway that allows you 
to securely file your international 
design applications, manage and 
renew your registrations online.











A Growing System



2024-25 Compared:

+ 8.96% 
Applications

+ 12.7%
Registrations

+ 4.6%
Designs in Applications

Growth of the Hague System



Potential members

82 Contracting parties covering 99 countries



Key Takeaways – The Hague System

Simple Efficient Growing
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