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European IP Helpdesk

• Service initiative of the European Commission

• Addressing current and potential beneficiaries of EU-

funded projects, researchers and EU SMEs

• Free-of-charge first-line support on intellectual property (IP)

• Hands-on IP and innovation management support 

• International pool of IP experts from various thematic fields

• Unique cooperation scheme with the Enterprise Europe 

Network: 43 ambassadors from 26 EU countries

Training
free online and on-site 

sessions

Website
frequent updates from the 

world of IP and innovation

Publications
practical IP knowledge 

through high-level 

publications

Helpline
confidential treatment of 

individual IP questions

Events
info point at key networking 

events and conferences

Ambassadors

local IP support throughout 

Europe

ec.europa.eu/ip-helpdesk
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The EC IP Helpdesks

www.ec.europa.eu/ip-helpdesk
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EC IP (SME) Helpdesk Hub – Gateway to Information 

• E-learning modules & more

• Guides / Topic, country, sector-specific factsheets / 

Infographics 

• Case studies
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Intellectual Property & Quantum: 

Interview Series with Robert Harrison

Link

https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/ip-management-and-resources/publications/intellectual-property-quantum-interview-series-robert-harrison_en
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Ambassador Scheme

• Cooperation scheme with the Enterprise 

Europe Network (EEN): 43 ambassadors – 

26 countries

• Building IP capacities among European 

SMEs

• Overcoming language barriers

• Making the topic more accessible

• Exchange and feedback from ambassadors 

on needs of SMEs

• Local awareness and training events



ec.europa.eu/ip-helpdesk

Upcoming events
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Thank you!

• www.ec.europa.eu/ip-helpdesk

• helpline@iprhelpdesk.eu

• training@iprhelpdesk.eu

• Twitter @iprhelpdesk

• LinkedIn /european-ipr-helpdesk

http://www.ec.europa.eu/ip-helpdesk
http://www.ec.europa.eu/ip-helpdesk
http://www.ec.europa.eu/ip-helpdesk
http://www.ec.europa.eu/ip-helpdesk
mailto:helpline@iprhelpdesk.eu
mailto:helpline@iprhelpdesk.eu
mailto:training@iprhelpdesk.eu
mailto:training@iprhelpdesk.eu
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• The narrative is dynamic with changes 
happening all the time so this will be a personal 
snapshot whilst attempting to be as factually 
correct as possible. 

• The content is derived from EPO and other 
sources

•  This is not an official EPO presentation. 

• Any errors –my own
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An Introduction and update to the Unitary Patent System. 

For more than 50 years the European Institutions have tried to implement a single patent system 
to support the single European Economy. Projects leading to today´s situation have been called at 
different times; the "European Union Patent",  "The EU Patent", "Community Patent" "EC Patent" 
or "COMPAT". 

The Unitary Patent is none of those things and is strictly the "European Patent With Unitary 
Effect".
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Roadmap
EPO Member states

Routes to patents

Routes to European Patents

European Patent Grant Procedure

Unitary Patent Package

Unitary Patent Information

Unified Patent Court
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The 18 states in enhanced cooperation which already ratified the Agreements 
and participate in the Unitary Patent are: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, 
the Netherlands, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Sweden.

https://www.epo.org/en/applying/european/unitary/unitary-patent/legal-framework
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https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/helpful-resources/unitary-patent-information
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• https://www.epo.org/en/searching-for-patents/helpful-
resources/unitary-patent-information
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• Statistics & Trends Centre | 
epo.org

https://www.epo.org/en/about-us/statistics/statistics-centre#/unitary-patent
https://www.epo.org/en/about-us/statistics/statistics-centre#/unitary-patent
https://www.epo.org/en/about-us/statistics/statistics-centre#/unitary-patent
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https://www.epo.org/en/applying/european/unitary/unitary-patent 
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https://www.unified-patent-court.org/en/court/presentation
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https://www.unified-patent-court.org/en/court/locations
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https://www.dehns.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/UPC-Guide-Oct-25.pdf 
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