




Intellectual Property for the Green Tech and 
Digital Economy Sectors
Importance of IP in Innovation and Business 
Development



The EC IP Helpdesks

www.ec.europa.eu/ip-helpdesk

More than 1.500 
events! 

more than
37.000 people

Almost 300 
publications! 



Training

Publications

EC IP Helpdesks Hub - Gateway to Information

Helpline – Services 

Website / IP 
Helpdesks Hub

Social Media

Audio-visual 
Content



Helpline

• Free of charge first-line IP 
support

• Personal and “to the point”
• Answer within 3 working days
• Email, phone and web
• Confidential



Ambassador Scheme

• Cooperation scheme with the Enterprise Europe 
Network (EEN): 48 ambassadors – 28 countries

• Building IP capacities among European SMEs
• Overcoming language barriers
• Making the topic more accessible
• Exchange and feedback from ambassadors on 

needs of SMEs
• Local awareness and training events



Roadmap

1. Why is IP important?
2. IP as a Business Asset 
3. Support services & useful tools



Why is IP 
Important?



IP is all around us

©India IP SME 
Helpdesk



Lack of awareness 



EPO/EUIPO Studies 

• SMEs using Intellectual Property 
rights are more likely to achieve 
high growth

• European patents and European 
trademarks clearly linked to 
higher growth

• Firms with more than one IP right 
also more likely to grow

• IPR use can identify future high 
growth firms early in their 
development 



IP in Collaborative Research Endeavours



IP as a Business
Asset



How do I use IP to grow my business?

© www.4ipcouncil.com
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IP as a business asset!

1. IP has no limit on its value
2. IP can be leveraged in many different ways
3. IP portfolio reduces operational risks
4. Companies that protect IP seem more trustworthy 

partners
5. IP rights boost your marketing and sales



Intellectual Property needs action!

Intellectual Property Rights, as exclusive rights, allow 
your organisation to prevent competitors from using your 
intangible assets.

BUT Intellectual Property Rights require action: ownership 
≠ protection!

Therefore it is vital that your Intellectual 
Property asset be:
 Protected
 Managed
 Enforced



Facts



1.Support services & 
useful tools



1. European IP Helpdesk Ambassadors and EEN

2. EUIPO – Ideas Powered for business SME Fund 

3. EUIPO – Ideas Powered for business hub

4. WIPO Academy / Diagnostics

5. IPA4SME

6. Horizon IP Scan

7. IP Booster

8. Horizon Results Booster

9. LeadershIP4SMEs

10. EPO Academy 

11. 4IPCouncil

Other Support Services 

https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/regional-helpdesks/european-ip-helpdesk/europe-ambassadors-team_en
https://euipo.europa.eu/ohimportal/en/online-services/sme-fund
https://euipo.europa.eu/ohimportal/en/online-services/ideas-powered-for-business
https://www.wipo.int/academy/en/
https://www.ipa4sme.eu/
https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/horizon-ip-scan_en
https://ipbooster.meta-group.com/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/d-e-booster
https://leadership4smes.eu/
https://www.epo.org/about-us/services-and-activities/academy.html
https://www.4ipcouncil.com/4smes#what-is-ip


EUIPO – Ideas powered for business hub 



EUIPO – Ideas powered for business hub 



1. European IP Helpdesk Ambassadors and EEN

2. EUIPO – Ideas Powered for business SME Fund 

3. EUIPO – Ideas Powered for business hub

4. WIPO Academy / Diagnostics

5. IPA4SME

6. Horizon IP Scan

7. IP Booster

8. Horizon Results Booster

9. LeadershIP4SMEs

10. EPO Academy 

11. 4IPCouncil

Other Support Services 

https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/regional-helpdesks/european-ip-helpdesk/europe-ambassadors-team_en
https://euipo.europa.eu/ohimportal/en/online-services/sme-fund
https://euipo.europa.eu/ohimportal/en/online-services/ideas-powered-for-business
https://www.wipo.int/academy/en/
https://www.ipa4sme.eu/
https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/horizon-ip-scan_en
https://ipbooster.meta-group.com/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/d-e-booster
https://leadership4smes.eu/
https://www.epo.org/about-us/services-and-activities/academy.html
https://www.4ipcouncil.com/4smes#what-is-ip


Horizon IP Scan

• Building on EU-wide network of IP experts 
• Increasing overall IP awareness and IP management knowledge 
• Open for applications until November 2023 

www.horizon-ipscan.eu

• A new EC innovation advisory and support measure within the ”2020 IP 
Action Plan“

• Tailored to the needs and challenges of SMEs/start-ups involved in 
collaborative R&I projects



1. European IP Helpdesk Ambassadors and EEN

2. EUIPO – Ideas Powered for business SME Fund 

3. EUIPO – Ideas Powered for business hub

4. WIPO Academy / Diagnostics

5. IPA4SME

6. Horizon IP Scan

7. IP Booster

8. Horizon Results Booster

9. LeadershIP4SMEs

10. EPO Academy 

11. 4IPCouncil

Other Support Services 

https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/regional-helpdesks/european-ip-helpdesk/europe-ambassadors-team_en
https://euipo.europa.eu/ohimportal/en/online-services/sme-fund
https://euipo.europa.eu/ohimportal/en/online-services/ideas-powered-for-business
https://www.wipo.int/academy/en/
https://www.ipa4sme.eu/
https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/horizon-ip-scan_en
https://ipbooster.meta-group.com/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/d-e-booster
https://leadership4smes.eu/
https://www.epo.org/about-us/services-and-activities/academy.html
https://www.4ipcouncil.com/4smes#what-is-ip


Any 
questions?



WE ARE WORKING FOR EU SMESFREE OF CHARGECONFIDENTIALBUSINESS-ORIENTEDAT YOUR DISPOSAL

THE 
INTERNATIONAL
IP SME HELPDESK www.ec.europa.eu/ip-helpdesk

service@iprhelpdesk.eu

question@china-iprhelpdesk.eu

india@iprhelpdesk.eu

info@latinamerica-ipr-helpdesk.eu

question@southeastasia-iprhelpdesk.eu

africa.iphelpdesk@euipo.europa.eu

https://twitter.com/iprhelpdesk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWvpNh4EcxFtpDUQW-z06Jw
mailto:service@iprhelpdesk.eu
mailto:question@china-iprhelpdesk.eu
mailto:india@iprhelpdesk.eu
mailto:info@latinamerica-ipr-helpdesk.eu
mailto:question@southeastasia-iprhelpdesk.eu
https://www.linkedin.com/company/india-ip-helpdesk
https://twitter.com/IndiaIPhelpdesk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWdp7Mf20wb9ulFTLmDzQoQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/latinamericaipr
https://twitter.com/latinamericaipr
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXHB4TqVVMudvZHSQ3GJV8A
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ChinaIPR-HD/
https://twitter.com/iprchina
https://www.youtube.com/user/SMEchinaIPR
https://www.linkedin.com/company/south-east-asia-ipr-sme-helpdesk/
https://twitter.com/iprSEAsia
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDj2M6x-IrpQzW5tLx1YA1g
https://www.linkedin.com/in/european-ipr-helpdesk/
mailto:africa.iphelpdesk@euipo.europa.eu
https://www.linkedin.com/company/africaipr/
https://twitter.com/africaipr
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPHMkeLC_QhbgrztzwrwNAQ


Thank you! 

All pictures are used 
under:

Pixabay licence
Unsplash licence

Freepik

The European IP Helpdesk is managed by the European Innovation Council and SMEs Executive Agency (EISMEA), with policy guidance provided by the European Commission’s
Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs (DG Grow). The information provided by the European IP Helpdesk is not of a legal or advisory nature
and no responsibility is accepted for the results of any actions made on its basis. Moreover, it cannot be considered as the official position of EISMEA or the European Commission.
Neither EISMEA nor the European Commission nor any person acting on behalf of EISMEA or of the European Commission is responsible for the use which might be made of this
information.
© European Union (2022)
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